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Sovereign Grace Publications 
announces  the  

Revised & Updated Edition 
of 

Notice of Special Offer 
 
We regret that the initial printing contained a defect 

in page layout resulting in very small, but clean, 

text. If you ordered and received one of these 

defective copies, we will gladly either refund the 

purchase price (while permitting you to keep the 

book) or send you at no charge a new, correctly 

formatted copy.  

Please contact us at 

sgpublications@insightbb.com to reveal your 

preference. 

Also, we have several copies from the first printing 

that we would like to move. We are willing to sell 

these at $10 each (below production cost). Contact 

us by email at sgpublications@insightbb.com 
for information regarding this special offer. 

 

Chapter Titles include: 

• I Believe in the Bible 
• I Believe in God 
• I Believe in Creation 
• I Believe in Moral Absolutes 
• I Believe in the Resurrection of Christ 
• Islam: Its Doctrinal Tenets 
• What Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Believe? 
• What Do Mormons Believe? 
 
And many more... 

Sovereign Grace Publications 
announces  the  

Revised & Updated Edition 
of 



Q: The cover photo is intriguing. Why did you 

choose it? 

A: This picture was taken by United 

States Army Officer Earl Semadeni, while 

deployed in Afghanistan.  Brother Se-

madeni, a lifelong Primitive Baptist, gra-

ciously consented to its use. He snapped 

the photo on his morning walk to work as 

he passed Kandahar Air Field. Apparently, 

the Belgians built this Christian church 

and it still stands today. I was intrigued by 
the symbolism of a church behind razor-

wire and thought the image may be helpful 

to artistically convey the dual theme ex-

pressed in BRTA, 

namely of Christian-

ity under cultural 

assault and of the 

high calling to pro-

tect and defend the 

faith against those 

assaults. 

Q: BRTA was originally published 18 years ago, in 

1993. What made you decide to publish a “Revised 

and Updated” edition? 

A: We reprinted the title on three separate 
occasions after it was released in 1993. 
When inventory was exhausted in early 
2008, however, I faced the decision to 
reprint a fourth time or to move on to 
other projects. The consensus of folks in 
my circle was that the book should be 
kept in circulation. I knew, however, that I 
didn’t want to reprint it in its original 
form. The book needed a number of gram-
matical edits as well as correction of a 
couple of factual errors in documentation. 

Q & A 
with the Author 

I wanted the book reformatted for the sake of 
readability. I also wanted to add some mate-
rial that the original volume did not address.  

Q: What has changed since the original issue of this 

title? 

A: Perhaps the single greatest change to this 

new edition is the absence of the final section 

entitled “I Believe in the Doctrines of Grace.” 

I made the decision to republish this material 

as a stand-alone volume in order to increase 

its circulation and to streamline the apolo-

getic nature of this volume.  

Further I have added a new section to this 
volume because of the resurgence of the 
world religion of Islam. The original publica-
tion of BRTA consisted of a section on Secu-
larism (which is still, arguably, the principal 
threat to Christians in the West), Mysticism 
(such as Hinduism and the New Age Move-
ment), and certain Cults, or Non-Christian 
Religions. 

In the past decade, however, the Muslim 
religion has reasserted itself into the center 

of public discourse in a 
way that is impossible to 
simply dismiss. I believe it 
is important for Christian 
people to understand, at 
least at a cursory level, the 
tenets of Islam.  

Like Christi-
anity, Islam is 
exclusive. It 
claims to be 

the truth and the only way to God. Unlike 
Christianity, however, Islam is a state-
building religion. By definition, it allows no 
room for political tolerance. Its goal of global 
subjugation makes a rudimentary knowledge 
of Islam’s key features, in the interest of 
“understanding the times,” increasingly im-

portant. 

Q: How did you approach the section on Islam? The 

Muslim religion, as you know, is quite complex, 

foreign to Western models, and somewhat elusive to 

definition. 

A:  Indeed it is. I do not presume to be com-

prehensive, addressing the intricacies of 

each of its 73 sects. Instead, I attempt to 

give a template of its history and its core 

doctrines to help Christian people under-

stand the basics of Islam and how it inter-

sects with Christian truth. 

I feel privileged that Elder 

Randy McCarthy, one of 

the more learned voices 

among Primitive Baptists 

on the subject 

o f  I s l a m , 

agreed to share 

a portion of his 

studies in this volume. His chapter on the 

contemporary implications of Islam is a 

welcome and helpful addition to these 

pages.  

Randy and I both made it a point to be re-

spectful in tone and accurate in analysis 

and commentary (no section of the book 

contains greater documentation). Our cri-

tique is not aimed at Muslim people, but at 

the truth-claims and ethical inconsistencies 

of the Islamic faith. 

Michael L. Gowens, author of BRTA, was 
ordained to the gospel ministry in 1981.  He 
has pastored Primitive Baptist Churches in 
Georgia and Kentucky. 

Randy McCarthy is a Primitive 
Baptist pastor in Oklahoma, and a 
practicing Intellectual Property 
attorney.  

A Christian church at 
Kandahar Air Field, Af-
ghanistan. Photo courtesy 
of Earl Semadeni. 
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