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The Two Pha s sof
SANCTFICATDN

byM £hae IL.Gowens

“.btem tr e S ncted N Chretdasgcalkd ©he
s nts. 7’1 Cormtinsl?

ke ewvery Bk sbpect, e doctrme of

snctfraton musthe ‘Y htlyd viled (2 Tim
215 Refekencesob tisteme ,h ote rwvord sn ust
be mEWPEEI accor N © e analbyyof fa h— e
most bast wk of Bbltal nEwprtton— kst
Srptuk apearbcontad cts Ko

This pactae of compming Scrpture w i
Srptur and of snteszny e s make a
s/kEmat® and unfed whok arss flom e
pespoogton tatScrpture pesntsa by rally
consstentmesage -The Bb E SAutor,te etmal
LogosS ,snotcapmb kB of s Feontad cton (2 Tim
213%) .-

Ap entcontld Etnshe tveen wo Biblkal
kfeences, teefor , musthe atmutd © e
neEmpeershek of undersind ng ,nskad of any
possb ility of antite s N & natuk of God -The
chalknge facing e mEmpreErof Scrptik B
expbn apeEenty contlad T Oy PSSIeSO Bt
coheknce and consstncy Bsacheved - The Bib b
sugentwho | B EBs e d BPINne of ‘1 hily
d vl ng ’God Bvox pptng n<skad forte pic e
of mnsrtng te popubr defmmon of a €&m
whenexer occurs,will necessrily find hinsF
embmcng demetzally opoost princpks as
eque Iy tice

! The word “logic” derives from this Greek root and the principle of
logic—i..e. the cause/effect dynamic and the law of non-contradiction—

is built into the very fabric of God’s various works.

The luton ©® sl Bmma BO Ecoj Nz tat
S riptuE pesnisitsi oo e sastubsw h m oK
tan one pras - Congler,for nsknce ,te Bb k
d octrne of S nctfraton.

h one phce we Kkad tatgeopk ‘4K sSnctfed
by te offermng of e bod y of dsusChrstonce for
alP’(Heb 1040 and manote rytatsnctfraton 5
‘fy te tiwh;for H slwor stwuty” (Jho.1717) .-
How shoull e apm EntlycontEry leas,ic ot
snctfraton Ba facttatoccuned athe closshy
meansof ¢ deat of ¢ Lo 3susChretand tat
snctfraton Ba pogecttatdeeni son te
applcaton of God svord Je kconc ikd ?

Reconciimtonof e ps|gesn Qedbncomes
when te sl entof Sc rpoe und e IEnd St tke
doctrne of snctfraton BpEsSntl asa Gubw ih
wo prmmaryplessWe m g htd Btng ush be tveen
te o hy te ad pcaesppatonaland pactmal,or
heterstll c€maland ethral.EEmalsnctfiaton?
Sxaksof e ¢ Ftof Dwvine ¢ m|ce wheeby God s
ekctae made holy.lEnmwvohesfoursb ca€jores
(D a covenantpes ,n wheh God ‘Stap@re’a
eopk from e human fam ilyasH isown (cf -Heb -
10314 ;(2) a kgalpus ,n wheh Christmade tem
holybhy Hisdeat (cf-1 Cor-130;Heb -241);(3) a
viklgus ,nwhih &t HolySprmitm g rtsa holy
nte N Ejene@ton (cf-Eh-429and (4a fmal
phes ,n whih all of God Szopk willbe made
com pktlyand entse lyholy(cf .1 Ths.523) .-

Ebralorpactal,snctfraton ,on te oter
hand desrbeste processhywhihte nd wvil we l
Bn ok and mok confomed BChretsSmage nhis
damly conduet and behavbr. The famlue ©
d =g ueh hetveen e tWwo— ke . e snctiyng
grce tatetm nesetmalfmessand e call
holmessn dailybehavbrand cond & nevlih by

2 By the label “eternal sanctification”, | mean “sanctification that
affects eternal salvation” or “sanctification that has eternal
consequence” .




prod e ste popub rantite sSsta twoupk sDvne
DveEfnt and hunan kgonsh ity n eetmal
shMtbn.

FestComtiins 12 neatly ammanzestes
wo phess.Ald es=n) e s ntsatComt Paul
wrks “. b tem tatare snctfed Fegeo] n
Christdsus,calkd ©bhe s nisagbsSE” The fask
kference— a4 sSncted’>=desrieswhat sme
hawe calkd defnidhe snctfraton; €& scond —
‘talkd ©be sNE-desrespmcwal,orn te
wor sof € b€ s/tEmat® teoby kn ,BlerR_V .
Sane b,Chretin snctfraton Paulspontstat
tes belewvers at Cormth had abkeady been
positbna Iy snctfied o h te deat of dsus
Chrton te crossNow ,teywe ke calkd ©he N
damly practmalbehavbrwhatheya bead ywe e na
posatona Isns befor God -

The ®wo prasssa Kk notsnonym ous The fast,
k.9 snctfed NnChrie)’ slefnie and e ;
te scond Lkt -“talkd Dhe s NS, BENt£ and
ucerin. The fast B nsEntneous e sscond
nNnwhesa process. The fest B mmed R E; te
scond ,med RE.The fastsbtland ab=oluk ;e
scond , Pyl and cond wonal. The fast B
ndependentofexemalfacorste scond depend s
ona varetyof extmalfacorsThe fast= Ka lity;
te scond Jprogxcte

Peraps=someone w illob pc €W hy d o we need
tes qu ifyny €£m sS?W hycan twe s plyacce pt
te facttete v D snctfy’means“d make
holy”and Ba\e M2 tha ©W hydo we need ©d v e
e b pctnd e s confuang catgores?’

lansver,’Bcaus Pauld viled e b pctind
catgoresn 1 Cormtiensl2 2K Bb Ikalefeences
© ‘Snctratn”ablvaysdesrie meting tat
hasetmal consqence ,ten how do we make
sns of e apostk sSnastnce tatke Cormtiins
werk hoth abealy snctfed , yet calkd © be
snctfed? F ey wer abeady com pktly holy,
ten how m g httkeey m prove on ta thfac @ F Chrst
had abeady snctfed tem atte cross, ten N
whatsns ak teyfurtercalkd b snctfiraton?it
sonlywhen one und e risEnd ste princ Pk ta tke
holne ssnece s ry © fit®m eone forteaven = ¢ Ft
of God sfrke gmce ,and tatthos < fHEd aE
furtertalkd tmanfestta tholnessn temda iy
wakand cond ucttatwohe iknce and hemeneutzal
cons=ENcy = tEned -

The failue ©  BiIhgueh, N ¢ NnEEstof
‘Gnplt ty’petveen e etmaland ebralpguss
of snctfratbnand balayshtmpete \e v “O
sancty’ netmal€tm sd oesnotin fac ttan plfy,
buttonfusstr Eae formforesone © syhot
tatsnctfraton B2 factbhecaus of e crossand
thtitBsnota fact, becaus € Bcontmngenton
hearng and mceaving e wor - Understind ng ,
howeve rytathsteme BpEsSntd N Scrptr as
bothanetmalfactand anetbral progectedhes
e antiess “. 0 tem tatarke sSnced N
Chretiaissalkd Dhe s Nnts2”

The EEmMalPhas

The e “4 1 snctfed N 1 Cormtbiknsl2 B
n te Geek aoret €nss . Ik gxraks of a @<,
compk®d acton wih ongong ksuls The aorst
desrbespunctllror “Sapdhot’ actibn—a once—
forr ll,nsEntneousevent Ittt \e v em ployed
when e€tmal snctfratbn, N K wIbDus
shcatjores,smeant Thew ak foursarch sb -
catyores

1. Covenant Sanctfraton. Fest, God ‘St
A rea popk © bhe HsBOoWn N te e\erh<ing
covenantHeb kwsl1034 i entf e stte be nefac brsof
Chrefa bning deat n €m sof ios whowe i S
apErthy e Rtern te cownant “Forby one
ofermg , He et perectl forer tem tmtae
Snctfed ™. For whon was dsus hmskF
‘Snctied [ie-stappretn covenanfand sntnd
te worll 77 (ho -10367?W ho kce Meste benef sof
etmal prectdn scud by Chrstsdeat? For
whom d i 3susChretd #?He d Bd forthos tat
te Rterstasgme asHsBown He d Bd forte ebct

2. Poatbnal Sanctfraton. Next, ¢ Lou
JdausChretpogtona iy snctfed tes ‘St
ones’atte cross(1 Corz12) _Itsn ©issns tat
Paul affams, “Who of Gad B made uwb
us. snctfcaton’’(1 Corz130 .Chrstcame ©do te
Rterswill,by whih will “ive ar s nctified
tiou h e offfring of £ baly of 2susChirstonce for
alP’(Heb 1040 _Refe ring © te fowite lulnDN
esuled from e Savbrsabnng deat e wrkr
D e Hebewssys,"Forhotb He tatsnctietand
teywhoa ke ssnctfied ar allof one forwhkhcaus He
B notagemed © call €em breteEn’ (Heb - 211).
Heb kws 1029 a0 makesEfeence © te factof
positbna Isnctfraton nwhatis g web lyte most
berng waming aga nst*w ilfulan™ (V26 n



entae Bb B -*Of how m uwh kerpnBment,apgns
Ve ,Sull e be touw tworty ,who hath tiodden under
footte Son of Gal ,and et countd e blal of te
covenantwheewih e wassnctifed an unholyting
and hatdone degae unb e SpaTtof g lmce ””

3. Vel Sanctfraton. The aoret B 1B
em ployed © gxak of e applLaton of Kdem ptbn
O te Nl vikalsheartn Kggene @won ,atwhih
pontte ni viwl smade holy n a vl and
rmnlsns -“And schwere sme of youthubye ake
wased pubye are SIncfed Jutye are Justfed n te
name of e Lo 3sus,and by e Spritof ourGal ”” (1
Cor-G11) . Paul nfom shisEkale istate “hew
man”teyar © ‘“puton” N a hehavbrlsns B
te erysme “holy’prmnc ok tatGod hascieatd
n te sul:“Puton ¢ new man ;wheh aferGa B
creatd n ryhtousessand e holness’(Eh 4249 .

4. E@tme Sanctfraton. Fnally, Srptue
tichestmntallwho week staprthy God n te
covenant, positona lly snctfed by Chrstatte
cross, and gaen a new and holy natue N
kgene@ton willbe finallyand entaclysnctfed att
te Esunecton of e dead -“And e \eryGal of
race s ncyyouwhollyzand Ty Ga ,yourwhok
gaitand sul and badybe pesred hhmekssun te
com ng of ourLord 2susChret R bful sBe tattalkt
youwhoako willdo #’(1Ths 52324 _Notunt te
gmce ofg brfration willte nd i wa Ichill of God
be per®nallyfre from =n ,ow h now ,in Chret
hs"sSnctiraton’ Je Bspodgtona lyholyand ftfor
heaven.

The BBhralPhas

Thos who “4k snctfied >’ by Christ, having
beenmade holy na postonaland vl sSns A€
furtertalkd ©he holy’nanetralonneavorl
sns -Theyak “‘talkd Dhe s NS hy e gosgx L.
The gogzlcallstem ,h oterwoK s, he N
prctEe whatteya bead ya i€ n positon =*ButasHe
whihhatcalkd you sholy,®be ye holy n allmanner
of converston [ithehavbr]’ (1 Pet 115 . Ebhial
snctfraton m ghthe defined ast®e Ncrasg
confomm sy of one shfe and cond Lctb e mage of
Chret

Thiscallbethralholnessunlike e defin e
work by whih a prn B made holy, B
communca®d by meansof God Swou - “Sancty
tm tiouh ty tub:tyword stuty’ (o -1717) -
IEBsasa eron hearsand obeyste wor of God

tathe Babk mok and mor b “jputoff e ob
man’”and © “puton e new man” N Eronal
cond wctand behavbr(cf B 422ff) .Sanctfratbn
n bspuactal sns doesnotnwokhe an actal
change of natie (fortathasa kead y tken phce N
KEgene@ton when e new man was “Ceatd
n. e holnessS> Eoh. 424 ,huta change of
behavbr-etiral knewal, ¥ you pkass -The new
man tatGod hasckatd N e hea rtm usmow be
“puton”’n e rena lcond

Petrsmetporfortalsdynamk of etral
prog kss bward el matinty B ‘§frowt n
grEce”” (2 Pet348 _Like exeryfom of g owt and
dexebbpnent,gomial g owth Ba proces. lEBa
proce ssconting enton e kEcepton of and KON
© te wor of God (1Pet22).

Of cours ,ne e rte poatonal norte vl
agxects of snctraton ak process of
devebpnent The aoret €ns ,agan, gxeaks of
punc tllie ror S pho®’ac tbn Llke te operning and
cbbany of a camerm™s huder: But proml
dexvebbpnent bwaxd omiel matumy B
prog ke - lEoccurs N Hjes-“Tastte b hde,
ten e earjten e fullcom n e ear?’

Mark 822 kcoxdste onlymmack & Lox
Jdsuseverprfomed N sHjesHe neveresd te
dead N skjes-her a Itk ,and e a litlk—bhut
on ©aisoccason ,ourlod heakd a bINnd man N
sjes Asarh, isepde fron ChrstsSpu Ik
mnery illudkEts e principk of prog s\
snctfraton_Like te bInd man whos s htwas
gEdwlly esbEd ,te heleversunderstnd ng of
e tub,ability © contwol his atildes, and
consstency ndaslygod Inesssbom (Fewver kach
full matwrty atonce. A sEn kadng “Under
Constrie tbn™m g htbe phced around te be lIe\ers
neck ,forter willalvayshe ethral knovetbns
needed = bng ashe Imesina falkn hous of chy.-

Furter, unlike te defihtde phas of
snctfraton whih st unfom exqzrence of
exery one of God s ekct popk , pactal
snctfraton v resfiom 2 ron b Eron _Thou h
eIy EjenEEEEI®NeXerencesa Kd tallchange
n te new b b ,noteery one pIog ESSSO e
sSme pontof orite Imaurty/-The d BEENCY N
soriee ldeve bpnentsd Lk Atkastn R rgb e
exentb whehone ppron makesus of e means



God hasprovied forgowt,whik anotermay
neg Ecthos sme means.

Beryday,te bele\ermustmake a cons bus
effort© mortfy e fEsh and consce€ hmsk
anew © Chret(Lk-923). HiBm Nnd need song oing
knewalby God sword (Rom 122 ;cf_EHah-423 —
not tette mMmpEeEEBe “de EKnewed’ means,
it lly,“keepon being Enewed”)_Beryday,he
mustwiliing iysbh pcevvryagectof hislife © te
sutny of God Bwor ,EeEntng of hBans,and
comm tng hmsF afedh © e <mndad of
holmess ez ronfed N te Ife of & Lok Jdsus
Chret

Accong © BEdersmns 42224, puctal
sanctraton, n genegl €EMs, Ba mater of
“poutting off conce ming te foime rcone IS ton [ie -
Ife stk ;cond e e obl man”’and “joutting on e
new man”’.Verss2532 jten ,sre bmake gxcFE
appltaton of tatgene |l princ Pk -

Fast,te ol way of £kihg musthe ¢ rr Fied
and shin,ke “putaway lyng >’,and a new hab sof
gxechdewvebped n sphce ke “Sxrakewryman
i (s 25,29 _Next,obl atiides musthe
iephbced bynew and god lyatisd es Snfulanger,
hEr esnthents,and malk bus dlw ill bwa it
otersnusthe Shdwed and sypphntd by

kndness, goodwill, €nderearkdness, and a
fory vy PE\s26,31 ,32) Al e ob IFe /b
of d Bhonestlyyand teftm usthe mortfed and a new
et of honest bborani sFscrfing bw ©
otersiee bpxd N msphce (V28 .

This"putofffouton’’d ynam £ Bnot “once for
alP’exent lEsa consintand ongong proce s AS
e psss,yowthand prog ksssoull e evilent
N one Sab ity © quekly kcogniz anand © Ine
ke Jdsaus Inved wih g Ea€Er consSstncy;
neverte bss,when te end Batkned , 1 sugect
tere willbe occason © 3Y,“The e Byetnuh
mowk hnd ©he posssBd 27

hdeed God callsusb holness- ““bhe s NS
Thouwhte chalknge batkn tathghmak ste
ultin 2 € prortyof e chill of God ,Mm ustne\e rbe
te g ound of hiscom fortand hope Jforhspiog ks
will alvaysbe mag nalathest Hscom fortand
assumEnce dermesn<ktad from te knowkdge tat
Chrstte sa bead ysnctfed hispeopk once and for
allb)yHilecath. Thatauth willprowve © he a2 i
bed rock n Ife and ndeat.
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